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Close to home, the challenges and stressors 

in our lives can become sources of 

discouragement. Many of us thought being 

vaccinated would give us a new lease on life 

and restore all that is so important and 

familiar to us as we live our lives. Now, 

with the emergence of the Delta variant of 

the coronavirus, we are pushed back and 

realize that the virus may continue to 

disrupt our lives. Our precious children 

under the age of twelve are still waiting to 

receive the vaccine. Some of us are afraid or 

feel we are being tricked by researchers 

who assure us that the vaccine is safe and 

effective. So there are about 95 million 

Americans who remain unvaccinated and 

the Delta variant is smart enough to make 

its home in many of them. Xavier Catholic 

and Appleton Public Schools have 

determined that to keep our teachers, 

children and teens safe as we begin the 

school year, they will all be required to don 

a face covering while indoors. This is a huge 

sacrifice and an act of love (words used so 

often by Pope Francis during this time of 

the pandemic) that each of them is being 

asked to make to keep each one of them 

safe. It is hard to wear a mask for a whole 

school day.  We are discouraged about all of 

this, for sure. 

 
Yet, as Pope Francis has reminded us, The 

whole is greater than the part. We experience 

our lives close to home, yet we live in a 

global community. Our problems are real 

and challenging and so are the problems 

and challenges of our sisters and brothers in 

other parts of the world. We gain a new 

perspective when we try to imagine what 

their lives are like and realize that just 

maybe our problems and challenges are not 

as overwhelming. I often hear stories from 

our sisters and brothers undergoing cancer 

treatment. As they show up for their 

appointments, they rub shoulders and share 

stories with other patients whose cancers 

are so much more serious. Those stories of 

courage humble them.  

 
Three hundred thousand of our Afghan 

brothers and sisters assisted our men and 

women serving in Afghanistan over the 

course of two decades. They were their 

translators. They became their friends and 

their families became dear to them. At 

present, we are only able to bring maybe 

twenty-two thousand Afghans to safety 

here in the US. Some of our Afghan sisters 

and brothers have already arrived at Fort 

McCoy in Wisconsin. 

 
A news reporter shared her story of what it 

was like to be on one of those C17 cargo jets 

that left the airport in Kabul. Hundreds of 

people enter the plane. They remain 

standing until all are aboard. Then, they are 

directed to sit down together on the floor, to 

curl their feet underneath them, and to 

remain seated for the duration of maybe a 

three-hour flight. So many Afghans asked 

this reporter, “Where are we going? What 

will happen to the rest of my family? How 

can I charge up my cell phone? What will 

happen to me?” On these flights, three 

babies have come into the world. Can you 

imagine that? 
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My heart is overwhelmed! Where is the 

Lord in all of these disappointments, 

challenges, and paralyzing, terrorizing 

moments? Why does a unique people have 

to suffer so much more than many of us? I 

imagine Jesus seated in the midst of those 

passengers on that transport jet. I see him 

crying right alongside them. I see him as a 

sign of the endurance of hope in all things. 

 
Saint Paul, convinced that nothing could 

impede the spread of the Gospel and the 

Lord’s love, was stymied in every 

imaginable way by the powers that wanted 

to silence him. He writes to the People of 

God in Corinth: We are afflicted in every way, 

but not constrained; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 

down, but not destroyed; always carrying about 

in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of 

Jesus may also be manifested in our 

body...Therefore, we are not discouraged; rather, 

although our outer self is wasting away, our 

inner self is being renewed day by day. (2 

Corinthians 4:8-10,16a) 

 

The Good News leaves no one out of its 

hope-filled influence. Pope Francis says it 

this way:  

 

The good news is the joy of the Father who 

desires that none of his little ones be lost, the joy 

of the Good Shepherd who finds the lost sheep 

and brings it back to the flock. The Gospel is the 

leaven which causes the dough to rise and is the 

city on the hill whose light illumines all peoples. 

The Gospel has an intrinsic principle of totality; 

it will always remain good news until it has 

been proclaimed to all people, until it has healed 

and strengthened every aspect of humanity, 

until it has brought all men and women together 

at table in God’s kingdom. The whole is greater 

than the part. (The Joy of the Gospel, 

paragraph 237) 

 
Let us never allow our own problems to 

overshadow or even erase our thoughts and 

prayers for our sisters and brothers who are 

experiencing trials which, for us to even 

imagine, can become terrifying. Jesus, give 

us a big heart, broken open by compassion 

for the whole human family! 

 


