


At the Easter Vigil we welcomed six new brothers and sisters into the Catholic Faith. Please help us

welcome them in to our parish family and pray for them as they continue their lifelong journey with

Jesus  and our Church!

Newly Received

Layna  Petersen (left photo)

Beth Vanderloop, Drew Hoppes, Amanda Lee,  Jake Zwayer, and Marissa Menting.

(bottom photo, middle row from left to right)









I would like to share with you my homily for
Easter Sunday. You may have missed it!

Throughout these Sacred Three Days, I
have begun our homily reflections by
sharing a poem from Malcolm Guite, an
Anglican priest and a college chaplain in
Cambridge, England, who is also a poet and
songwriter. Here is his poem Easter Dawn.
[The her/s refers to Mary Magdalene.]

He blesses every love that weeps and
grieves
and now he blesses hers who stood and
wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her
love’s
Last touching place, but watched as low
light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.
She turns, but cannot focus through her
tears,
Or recognize the Gardener standing there,
She hardly hears his gentle question, “Why,
Why are you weeping?” or sees the play of
light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply,
“They took my love away, my day is night.”
And then she hears her name, she hears
Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, into
Day.

Fifty-three years ago today on Thursday,
April 4, 1968, Reverend Doctor Martin
Luther King, Jr was martyred on a hotel
balcony in Memphis, Tennessee. He
preached his last homily on Sunday, March
31 at the National Basilica in Washington,
DC. The scripture text for his homily was
taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Book
of Revelation: Behold, I make all things
new; former things are passed away.

The title of his homily was: Remaining
Awake Through a Great Revolution.

Doctor King began his sermon with the
image of Rip Van Winkle, who fell asleep on
the mountain top for twenty years. At the
foot of the mountain, there was a sign on
the local inn depicting King George the
Third of England. Twenty years later, when
Rip Van Winkle awoke and came down from
the mountain, the sign had been changed to
a picture of George Washington, the First
President of the United States of America.
King noted, Rip Van Winkle slept through a
revolution...One of the great liabilities of life
is that all too many people find themselves
living amid a great period of social change,
and yet they fail to develop the new
attitudes, the new mental responses, that
the new situation demands.

You and I, and everyone, should pray over
Dr King’s Homily on this Easter Sunday. It
would do us good. Dr King addresses racial
injustice. He talks about nuclear weapons
and war. He addresses violence and
non-violence, justice and peace. His sermon
is ever new. He concluded with these
inspiring words: We shall overcome
because the arc of the moral universe is
long, and it bends toward justice. We shall
overcome because William Cullen Bryant
was right - “Truth, crushed to the earth, will
rise again.”

Long before the American Revolutionary
War, there was another revolution that
changed the course of human history. That
revolution was the Resurrection of Jesus.
Saint Paul reminds us that if Jesus had not
been raised from the dead, none of us
would be here in this church this morning.



This arc of resurrection is long and it
reaches into our own time. Jesus’
resurrection always bends toward hope.
Nothing can get in the way of the Lord’s
love for us. Not anger or hatred, not
violence or terror, not prejudice or
discrimination, not selfishness or sin, not
guilt or shame, not addiction, depression, or
grief - nothing can stop Jesus from loving
us. His resurrection is proof certain that
Jesus is stronger than any virus or darkness
or fear that may try to pull us down.

We are invited this morning to awaken to
this promise of hope that is ours in Jesus,
raised from the dead. We are invited to
wake from a sleep that might keep us
indifferent to the goodness and closeness of
the Lord to us. We may find ourselves in our
own self-made tombs of sorts. With Jesus,
we can break free from whatever imprisons
our hearts and spirits and minds.

The arc of Jesus’ resurrection is long and it
bends towards compassion for the entire
global human family, every member of that
family, precious and sacred, created in the
very image and likeness of the Lord. We are
challenged to give our lives to Jesus, so to
see and hear and speak in his name in our
own families, at our places of work, in our
civic communities and in our faith
community.  With Jesus’ Spirit truly in our
hearts, we can bring about a revolution of

peace and justice, forgiveness and love,
and truth and joy.

Jesus is counting on you and me to carry
forth his holy mission and vision. And he
promises to be with us always until the end
of time. Come Risen Lord Jesus! Come
Holy Spirit!

I hope you can continue to journey with us
throughout the Easter Season, which is fifty
days long. We will be reflecting on Our
Easter Fire Then and Now. You are
encouraged to join a Homily Connect
Group, which will meet during the following
week to continue praying over and
discussing the Sunday Scriptures and
Homily. We are praying to become a holy
leaven in our parish family and beyond. We
are asking the Holy Spirit to renew us all
through a deepened commitment to our
parish’s mission and vision. We are
preparing for a Parish Synod which will
convene on the Eve of Pentecost, Saturday,
May 23, after praying together a Novena to
the Holy Spirit, from May 12 to May 22. We
are asking Jesus’ Holy Spirit to bring about
a revolution of holiness right here in the
center of our City of Appleton and far
beyond!

Father Bill +


