
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On these holy Advent days, 

as the days shorten 

and our hearts are tossed about 

we turn to You, 

Jesus, the Light of the World. 
 

You are our Hope! 

No matter what our troubles 

You promise to accompany us 

and to make all manner of things well. 
 

You are our Love! 

No matter if we cannot feel You close 

You promise to become our flesh 

to be with us, for us, and in us. 

 

You are our Joy! 

No matter the sadness that overwhelms us 

you promise to lift our spirits 

with your bright smile. 
 

You are our Peace! 

No matter the divisions that dishearten us 

You promise to bring us  

healing and harmony. 
 

May we always trust that You, Jesus, 

can transform our restless hearts 

into a dwelling place 

still enough to feel your heart beating there.  
 

Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay! Amen! 
 

 

ADVENT FACEBOOK GROUP 
Let's walk through Advent together! Each day, we'll share reflections, prayer, inspiration and fun. 

Search "Ripples of God's Love - Advent Edition" on Facebook and request to join. Please invite family 

& friends - no need to be a member of St. Mary to be part of the group. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING & TREES 
All who feel comfortable coming in to help are welcome and needed! 

• Put up Christmas trees in church - December 14, 9am-3pm 

• Decorate church & Community Room - December 20, 1:30pm 

ATTENDING CHRISTMAS MASSES 
The poll we sent out last week showed that many of you are interested in worshiping in person. 

Masses will be on Christmas Eve at 2:00, 4:30 & 9:30pm. Christmas Day Mass will be at 10:00am.  

Due to the level of interest in in-person attendance, we will require reservations for Christmas 

Eve/Day Masses in order to ensure proper COVID safety procedures and social distancing.  

We will be in communication with you soon with details on how the reservation process will work. 

 

FR. BILL’S 2020 ADVENT PRAYER 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

UPDATES FROM ST. MARY'S BEACON MINISTRIES 
 

PREPARATION FOR FIRST EUCHARIST 

Preparation for First Eucharist will begin mid-January. If you would like your child to participate and 

have not yet registered, please contact Mary Ann Otto at 739-5119 or motto@stmaryparish.org. 

We'd love to have you join us!  

 

PREPARATION FOR CONFIRMATION 

Preparation for Confirmation will begin in January. If you would like your 11th grade son/daughter 

to participate and have not yet registered, please contact Emily Jenks at 739-5119 

or ejenks@stmaryparish.org.   

 

BEACON PADDLERS (Gr. 1-2) and SWIMMERS (Gr. 3-5)  

Beacon families picked up their ADVENT EXPERIENCE BAGS and were ready to discuss all things 

Advent on their Dec. 2 virtual session. Each family received an Advent wreath and a SO THIS IS 

ADVENT card discussing the meaning of Advent and the significance of the Advent wreath. They 

will be creating a Family Advent Plan and focusing on the Scripture verse from Isaiah (9:2,5a) The 

people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. For a child is born to us, a Son is given  

to us . . .  

This upcoming week, we will venture back into the beautiful Bibles and use video clips to explore 

Jesus' ancestors, the members of the Jesse Tree including Noah, Moses, Ruth, Esther and David. 

Almost a little too much fun!! 
 

CHRISTMAS SUPPORT 
Is your family experiencing financial struggle this year? We have resources available to help provide 

relief to our parish family members who may need help this Christmas season. Please contact Emily 

for more information at ejenks@stmaryparish.org or 739-5119 x121. All inquiries will be kept 

confidential. 

 

REACH OUT, SPREAD CHEER 
Would you like to help make phone calls to reach out to parish families during the holiday season? 

Please contact Nadine at 920-739-5119 or nduncan@stmaryparish.org. 
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BEACON DEEP DIVERS (Gr. 6-8) and SAILORS (High School) 
The middle and high school youth are back for their virtual Beacon sessions this Sunday evening. 

Watch the mail for a special invite to our Advent Movie night on December 13th!   

 
BEACON VOYAGERS (adults) 

Connect Groups: Explore the Sunday readings  

LED BY FATHER BILL - VIRTUAL 

Tuesday evenings | 7:30-8:30pm | Dec. 1, 8, 15 & 21*  

*note: Dec. 21 is a Monday 

 

LED BY MARY ANN OTTO - IN PERSON   

Wednesday mornings | 9-10am | Dec 2, 9, 16 & 23  

socially distanced and masked in Community Room 

 

To sign up for any of the sessions, contact Mary Ann Otto at motto@stmaryparish.org. 

Homily Series “Come Lord Jesus, Our Stillness in the Chaos”  

Find Homily Connect cards at stmaryparish.org/st-mary-blog    

 

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
In an effort to help you determine your safest options, we are providing Mass attendance numbers 

from the previous week. For reference, our church capacity at 25% is 120. Week of November 23-29: 

Monday, 5:30 pm (15)                     Saturday, 4:30 pm (51) 

Tuesday, 5:30 pm (0)                        Sunday 7:45 am (40) 

Wednesday, 12:05 pm (35)             Sunday, 9:45 am (75) 

Thursday, 8:30 am (46)                     Sunday, 6:30 pm (21) 

 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Please pray for the family of Loretta Dannecker-Lokken (sister of Gene Dannecker). May fond 

memories comfort you at this time. If you have lost a loved one and would like them to be 

remembered in the bulletin, call the parish office at 739-5119. 

 

mailto:motto@stmaryparish.org
http://stmaryparish.org/st-mary-blog


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two easy ways to give with Faith Direct:  

1. Head to stmaryparish.org and click on the blue 

DONATE button in the upper-right corner of the 

homepage. 

2. Text to Give - Open a new text message and enter 

(920-294-1189) in the ‘TO’ Field. In the ‘TEXT MESSAGE’ 

field, enter a dollar amount, then hit SEND. You will be 

prompted for the next steps. Need help? Call Faith  

Direct at 1-866-507-8757 or contact Pam Acker in the 

parish office at (920) 739-5119 or 

packer@stmaryparish.org.  

 

PRAYER NEEDS 
Contact Luanne Witthuhn (dlaawi@gmail.com) or Ann Walkowski (920-428-0969) if you have a 

prayer need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets. 

 

 

WE GRATEFULLY GIVE 
With the vibrant fall colors and cooler nights, our thoughts turn to stewardship as we gratefully 

acknowledge our blessings. We prayerfully invite you to sign up for e-giving with Faith Direct, our 

online giving provider. From your computer, smartphone or tablet, you'll be able to set up a 

recurring donation or make a one-time gift. 

 

http://44hmv1lj.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fstmaryparish.org%2F/1/01000175475c85b9-52442076-752e-4837-ac4d-0ce9ef39f1a6-000000/MJ9YpDEKE-LIx42Fe7MizMtgYCY=184


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR MINISTERS & SUPPORT STAFF 
 

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor 

wdswitz@stmaryparish.org 

cell 920-422-4316  

Nadine Duncan 

Pastoral Care 

nduncan@stmaryparish.org 

Tom Walter 

Liturgical Music 

twalter@stmaryparish.org     

Theresa Rohm  

Business Administrator 

trohm@stmaryparish.org    

Chip Acker 

Cemetery & Facilities Management 

cacker@stmaryparish.org 

  

 

 

 

Dcn. Gerry Schraufnagel 

Deacon 

cell 920-540-9594     

Mary Ann Otto 

Missionary Discipleship 

motto@stmaryparish.org 

Emily Jenks 

Neighborhood Outreach & Parish Vitality, 

ejenks@stmaryparish.org   

Pam Acker 

Bookkeeper 

packer@stmaryparish.org   

Julie Morse 

Administrative Assistant 

stmary@stmaryparish.org     

Parish Trustees 

Joseph Galarowicz  920-419-1166 

Ted Suess  920-636-8855 

Pastoral Leadership Council Chair 

Beth Power  703-819-4829 

Finance Council Chair 

Mike Hurley  920-707-7077 

St. Mary Cemetery 

920-882-4158 

Xavier Catholic School System 

920-735-9380 

Marriage 

Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill at least 6 

months before your planned wedding date. 

Baptism 

Congratulations! Contact the parish office for 

information. 

Confession 

Saturdays, 9-10am and Tuesdays 6:15-7:15pm 

(except for the 1st Tuesday of the month) 

 

Qualified Charitable Distributions for those at least 70 ½ years old   
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) can make your contributions less taxing. If you are at 

least 70 ½ years old and have a Traditional IRA you may be able to reduce your income taxes 

and improve your cash flow with this strategy. 
 

QCDs require a direct transfer from your IRA custodian to a 501(c)(3) charity. (St. Mary Parish is 

one, for example). You may donate up to $100,000 per year this way, and the distributions are 

generally not included in taxable income but count towards your required IRA distribution (these 

are waived for tax year 2020). Itemizing deductions isn’t required, so you can use the full standard 

deduction and still get a tax benefit for charitable contributions. You might even wish to increase 

your contribution due to the tax savings! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Joy and Hope with Father Bill 
 
Here is the reflection I shared at Evening Prayer on the first Monday of Advent, November 30: 
 
In our own downtown Appleton, there stands a five-foot sign spelling out the word “Hope.” It serves 
as a literal reminder of the Message of Hope which this Advent Season promises.   
 
Pope Francis, in his TED talk in April of 2017, the first Pope to ever present a message in this forum, 
reminded us, “To Christians, the future does have a name, and its name is hope. Feeling hopeful 
does not mean to be optimistically naive and ignore the tragedy humanity is facing. Hope is the virtue 
of a heart that doesn’t lock itself into darkness, that doesn’t dwell on the past, does not simply get by 
in the present, but is able to see a tomorrow. Hope is the door that opens onto the future. Hope is a 
humble, hidden seed of life that, with time, will develop into a large tree. It is like some invisible yeast 
that allows the whole dough to grow, that brings flair to all aspects of life. And it can do so much, 
because a tiny flicker of light that feeds on hope is enough to shatter the shield of darkness. A single 
individual is enough for hope to exist, and that individual can be you. And then there will be another 
you, and another you, and it turns into us. And so, does hope begin when we have an us? No. Hope 
began with you. When there is an us, there begins a revolution.” 
 
I like the idea that hope is revolutionary. God became a human being in Jesus so God could be close 
to us. God suffered for us in Jesus crucified to free us from selfishness and indifference. And God 
raised Jesus to new life to remind us that no tomb can ever get the best of us. God’s becoming one 
with us, suffering alongside us, destroying the darkness of sin and death, and making all things new - 
these mysteries unleashed the revolution which is the promise of hope for every human person and 
every human community since the beginning of time. 
 
Let me suggest two images of hope that are timely for us. 
 
On Saturday, November 28, Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Washington DC became a Cardinal in the 
Roman Catholic Church, the first African American Cardinal in the United States. This moment in the 
history of our American Church took only 244 years to happen. On Saturday, Cardinal Gregory was 
wearing his mask and also had draped around his neck a very special cross. That vibrant enamel 
cross is known as the “Freeing the Spirit Cross.” It was designed back in the early 1950’s, and only a 
few were created, by Father Clarence Rivers, a black priest, who spent his priesthood bringing the 
beautiful expressions of African American culture into the Catholic liturgy. The cross is red to 
symbolize the love and the blood that was shed through the enslavement of our sisters and brothers 
throughout our nation’s history. Superimposed on this red cross is a black, rising Dove of Peace 
which represents our black sisters and brothers. And towards the bottom of the red cross is a swatch 
of green which recalls the sense of hope that was never lost. 
 
The light of hope shines a bit brighter in our Church today. Cardinal Gregory has promised to be a 
courageous voice for hope and healing for our Catholic black brothers and sisters. He promises to be 
an agent for reconciliation - making us more and more one church and one nation. This moment fills 
our hearts with hope! 
 
Sunday, November 29, was the fortieth anniversary of the death of Servant of God Dorothy Day. She 
was a beacon of hope in our Church and nation throughout the Great Depression. Ms. Day 
proclaimed with her life that advocacy for our marginalized sisters and brothers, those who are poor 
or homeless or hungry, is constitutive to the Gospel of Jesus. Christians can be Gospel People only if 
they are sensitive to our sisters and brothers who are cast to the side. Pope Francis laments often  
 



 that we live in a throw-away society, and it is our poor sisters and brothers who find themselves on 
the side of the road too often, as other people sometimes just walk by them. 
 
Dorothy Day, along with her companion, Peter Maurin, founded the Catholic Worker Movement and 
established Houses of Hospitality in large cities across our nation. The Catholic author, Robert 
Ellsberg, worked for Dorothy Day for five years, when he was in his twenties, as one of the editors of 
the Catholic Worker Newspaper, which is still available today for the cost of one penny.  
 
In reminiscing about this holy time in his life, Mr. Ellsberg recalls that “Dorothy was fastidious and 
cultivated in her tastes; she loved classical music, the opera, alliteration, flowers, and beautiful 
things. In her old age she liked to surround herself with postcards: icons and paintings, but also 
pictures of nature: trees, the ocean, and the arctic wilderness. She loved to quote Dostoevsky’s 
words, “The world will be saved by beauty.” Despite all sadness and suffering around her, she had an 
eye for the transcendent. There were always moments when it was possible to see beneath the 
surface. “Just look at that tree!” she would say. It might be an act of kindness, the sound of an opera 
or the radio or the sight of flowers growing on the fire escape outside her window: such moments 
caused her heart to sing with joyful hope.” 
 
Cardinal Gregory and Dorothy Day are people who light up the way of hope for all of us. Their love 
for Jesus - their intimacy in prayer with Him - is the energy which fuels their hope-filled ministries.   
 
The Message of Hope literally graces our downtown Appleton. We are reminded of our call on these 
Advent Days, and on every day, to be Jesus to each other - to live hope and breathe hope, especially 
making a difference in the lives of people around us who struggle to hope. How will you and I be 
heralds of hope and lights in the darkness on these difficult days? 
 
Father Bill + 
 



 



 


