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PRAYER NEEDS
Contact Mary Jo Zilisch (920-734-1182 or 920-843-1249) or 
Laurie Richter (lauriejrichter@gmail.com) if you have a prayer 
need. Please remember the requests in our prayer baskets.

IN LOVING MEMORY
Please pray for those who have lost a loved one. May fond 
memories comfort you at this time. If you have lost a loved one 
and would like him or her to be remembered in the bulletin, call 
the parish office at 739-5119.

Mass Times

Saturday 4:30 pm
Sunday 7:45 am, 9:45 am, 6:30 pm
Monday &  5:30 pm
Tuesday 5:30 pm
Wednesday 12:05 pm
Thursday 12:05 pm

No Mass on Friday

COVID-19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS
We are following special procedures during the pandemic out 
of loving concern for all.

Masks to be worn at all times for those over the age of two.

Temperatures will be taken when coming to the building for 
any reason, either at the main church entrance for Mass or 
at the parish office during office hours.

Hand sanitizer is available throughout the building for your 
use.  Please sanitize when entering the building.

BAPTISM Contact the the parish office 
CONFESSION Saturdays, 9 - 10 AM &  
Tuesdays 6:15 - 7:15 PM, except for the 1st 
Tuesday of the month

MARRIAGE Congratulations! Contact Fr. Bill in the 
parish office at least 6 months before your planned 
wedding date

ST MARY CEMETERY 920-882-4158

XAVIER CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM 
920-735-9380

PARISH OFFICE HOURS Monday-Thursday from 9 
AM to 5 PM, closed on Friday

R ipples of God ’s Love, through our Hearts, to all Hearts

312 S. State Street
Appleton, WI  54911

920-739-5119
stmaryparish.org

stmary@stmaryparish.org

FACEBOOK-F  instagram  twitter

Parish Trustees
Joseph Galarowicz Ted Suess
920-419-1166 920-636-8855

Pastoral Leadership Council Chair
Beth Power 703-819-4829

Finance Council Chair
Mike Hurley 920-707-7077



IN JOY & SORROW with Fr. Bill
Swichtenberg

Through many years, the theology, spirituality and Christian 
witness of Richard Rohr, a Franciscan priest, has shaped me. 
He is the founder of the Center for Action and Contemplation, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. I visited there a number of years ago 
and prayed in the chapel. Here is the link to their website: 

https://cac.
org/?gclid=EAlaIQobChMI9ZXy7IH96wIViYbACh1IowphEAAYASAAEgJDXPD_
BwE

I would like to share with you this meditation from Father 
Richard which spoke to my heart.  

     I awoke on Saturday, September 19, with three sources 
in my mind for guidance: Etty Hillesum (1914 – 1943), the 
young Jewish woman who suffered much more injustice in 
the concentration camp than we are suffering now; Psalm 62, 
which must have been written in a time of a major oppression 
of the Jewish people; and the Irish Poet, W.B.Yeats (1965 – 
1939), who wrote his “Second Coming” during the horrors of the 
World War I and the Spanish Flu pandemic. 

      These three sources form the core of my invitation.  
	 Read	each	one	slowly	as	your	first	practice.	
      Let us begin with Etty:
There is a really deep well inside me. And in it dwells God. 

Sometimes I am there, too … And that is all we can manage 
these days and also all that really matters: that we safeguard 

that little piece of You, God, in ourselves.
—Etty Hillesum, Westerbork transit camp

         Note her second-person usage, talking to “You, God” quite 
directly and personally. There is a Presence with her, even as 
she is surrounded by so much suffering.
Then, the perennial classic wisdom of the Psalms:

In God alone is my soul at rest.
God is the source of my hope.
In	God	I	find	shelter,	my	rock,	and	my	safety.
Men are but a puff of wind,
Men who think themselves important are a delusion.
Put them on a scale,
They are gone in a puff of wind.

                                      —Psalm 62:5–9
					What	could	it	mean	to	find	rest	like	this	in	a	world	such	
as ours? Every day more and more people are facing the 
catastrophe of extreme weather...The pandemic that seems to 
be returning in waves continues to wreak suffering and disorder 
with no end in sight, and there is no guarantee of the future in 
an economy designed to protect the rich and powerful at the 
expense of the poor and those subsisting at the margins of 
society. 
     It’s no wonder the mental and emotional health among a 
large portion of the American population is in tangible decline! 
We have wholesale abandoned any sense of truth, objectivity, 
science or religion in civil conversation; we now recognize we 
are living with the catastrophic results of several centuries of 
what philosophers call nihilism or post-modernism (nothing 
means anything, there are no universal patterns).
     We are without doubt in an apocalyptic time (the Latin word 
apocalypsis refers to an urgent unveiling of an ultimate state 

of affairs). Yeats’ oft-quoted poem “The Second Coming” then 
feels like a direct prophecy. See if you do not agree:

Turning and turning in the widening gyre
The falcon cannot hear the falconer;
Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world,
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere
The ceremony of innocence is drowned;
The best lack all conviction, while the worst
Are full of passionate intensity.

     Somehow our occupation and vocation as believers in this 
sad	time	must	be	to	first	restore	the	Divine	Center	by	holding	
it and fully occupying it ourselves. If contemplation means 
anything, it means that we can “safeguard that little piece of 
You, God,” as Etty Hillesum describes it. What other power do 
we have now? All else is tearing us apart, inside and out, no 
matter who wins the election or who is on the Supreme Court. 
We cannot abide in such a place for any length of time or it will 
become our prison.

God cannot abide with us in a place of fear.
God cannot abide with us in a place of ill will or hatred.
God cannot abide with us inside a nonstop volley of 
claim and counterclaim.
God	cannot	abide	with	us	in	an	endless	flow	of	online	
punditry and analysis.
God cannot speak inside of so much angry noise and 
conscious deceit.
God cannot be found when all sides are so far from 
“the Falconer.”
God cannot be born except in a womb of Love.
So offer God that womb.

     Stand as a sentry at the door of your senses for these 
coming months, so “the blood-dimmed tide” cannot make its 
way into your soul.
     If you allow (this “tide”)  for too long, it will become who you 
are, and you will no longer have natural access to the “really 
deep well” that Etty Hillesum returned to so often and that held 
so much vitality and freedom for her.
     If you will allow, I recommend for your spiritual practice for 
the next four months that you impose a moratorium on exactly 
how much news you are subject to—hopefully not more than an 
hour a day of television, social media, internet news, magazine 
and newspaper commentary, and/or political discussions. It 
will only tear you apart and pull you into the dualistic world of 
opinion and counter-opinion, not Divine Truth, which is always 
found in a bigger place.
     Instead, I suggest that you use this time for some form of 
public service, volunteerism, mystical reading from the masters, 
prayer—or, preferably, all of the above.
        You have much to gain now and nothing to lose. Nothing at 
all. 
        And the world—with you as a stable center—has nothing to 
lose.
        And everything to gain. 

Father Bill +

https://cac.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9ZXy7IH96wIViYbACh1IowphEAAYASAAEgJDXPD_BwE
https://cac.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9ZXy7IH96wIViYbACh1IowphEAAYASAAEgJDXPD_BwE
https://cac.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9ZXy7IH96wIViYbACh1IowphEAAYASAAEgJDXPD_BwE


WE GRATEFULLY GIVE

WE JOIN IN GOD’S GRACE OUR COMMUNITY
WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS
Mon., Sept 28
Tue., Sept 29
Wed., Sept 30
Thur., Oct 1
Sat., Oct 3
Sun., Oct 4

5:30 pm Thanksgiving
5:30 pm Sally Thomson
12:05 pm Rick Martin
12:05 pm Pauline Rolfes
4:30 pm Simon & Linda DeGroot
7:45 am Alice LeFevre
9:45 am  Bill Hoffman
6:30 pm  Catechists, students, 
families and staff involved in 
Beacon ministries

MASS ATTENDANCE
We are providing the Mass attendance numbers from 
last week to help you determine your safest options.  Our 
church capacity at 25% is 120.

Week of September 14-20
Monday, 5:30 pm 15 Saturday, 4:30 pm 60  
Tuesday, 5:30 pm   4  Sunday 7:45 am 51
Wednesday, 12:05 pm 14  Sunday, 9:45 am 74
Thursday, 12:05 pm 23  Sunday, 6:30 pm 30

We welcome Fall, along with our traditional season of stewardship, however, this year has been anything but typical. 
We prayerfully invite you to sign up for eGiving from your computer, smartphone or tablet and set up a 

recurring donation or make a one-time gift through Faith Direct, our online giving provider.

PARISH SUPPORT UPDATE
September 2020 Budget Received Variance
received 9/14-9/18 10,034
 September month-

to-date
$65,000 $45,826 $-19,174

7/1/20-9/30/20

Fiscal Year To Date $192,000 $175,895 $-16,105

There are two easy ways to give with Faith Direct:
1. Go to the parish website at stmaryparish.org and 
click on the Blue DONATE button in the upper-right 
corner of the homepage to get started.  
2. Text to Give - Open a new text message and 
enter (920-294-1189)  in the ‘TO’ Field; In the ‘TEXT 
MESSAGE’ field, enter a dollar amount, then hit SEND.  
You will be prompted for the next steps. 
 
Need help with set-up? Call Faith Direct toll free: 
1-866-507-8757 or contact Pam Acker in the parish 
office at (920) 739-5119 or packer@stmaryparish.org.

PICNIC TABLE REQUEST
The CELC (St. Mary School Building) is looking for a 
picnic table or a used patio set for staff to eat outside or 
take a “fresh air” break.  If you have one that you would 
consider donating, please contact Theresa in the parish 
office at 739-5119.  Thank you!

VOLUNTEER RECEPTIONISTS
The parish office is in need of volunteer receptionists 
to fill openings for every other Monday from 9:00 am-
12:30 pm and every other Tuesday from 12:30-4:30 pm to 
answer phones and assist with staff projects.  
Please contact Julie Morse in the parish office, 739-5119 
or stmary@stmaryparish.org.

THANK YOU
Monica Clare of St. Joseph Food Program sent a thank 
you letter to our parish for a donation of food last 
month.  In the letter, Monica noted that the need for food 
assistance in our community has increased due to our 
current health crisis, and expressed gratitude for the 
generosity of our parish family. They have been able to 
increase their services during the pandemic to provide 
food delivery to the eldery, the homebound and those 
who rely on public transportation.



BEACON MINISTRIES COMING UP
ST. JOSEPH FOOD PANTRY
The monthly St. Joseph Food Pantry collection will 
start again the weekend of October 3rd & 4th. The 
category for October is usually baking items. The 
food pantry is asking for other items as well, such 
as peanut butter, jelly, canned tuna/chicken, canned 
vegetables/fruit and hamburger helper type box 
meals. Please donate what you can. There will be a 
cart in the back of church to place your donations. A 
box will be on the cart for monetary donations, you 
can mail to the church or donate directly at www.
stjoesfoodprogram.com

Thank you for your generosity!

Just when you think you have a plan...

After much prayer, consideration, and in conjunction 
with monitoring the situation with COVID-19,  the Beacon 
Ministries leadership team has decided to go virtual from 
now until the end of the year for Grades 1-5 and Grades 
9-10. Because of the in-person request for Grades 5-8, we 
are exploring the Sunday evening option with parents. 

Currently,  we are vigorously preparing  wonderful 
family opportunities using the beautiful Bibles gifted 
to our children for Grades 1-5 which will include virtual 
gatherings with Fr. Bill and our Beacon Ministry Team. 

Whether in-person or virtual, Grades 5-8, will be using the 
Edge format for faith sharing

Grades 9-10 virtual opportunity will be grounded in Life 
Teen and meet on Sunday evening.

Though things change, our team feels the presence of the 
Holy Spirit walking with us each day, freeing us to adapt, 
move and be creative in bringing Jesus to our families. 
Let’s all keep praying!

Beacon Ministries was very excited to welcome our 
parish second grade children to an open house to begin 
preparation for First Reconciliation. Twelve families 
stopped in to pick up their Go, Seek, Find backpacks 
with their brand new Bibles and activities to help them 
explore God’s great love and forgiveness. Parents will 
be working with their children.  Fr. Bill will chime in with 
session Jesus Pep-Talks.  Virtual Zoom meetings are 
also a part of the support offered to families. Please 
keep our families in prayer.  The children will celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Mary’s on January 
12, 2021.  Then they will begin preparation for their First 
Communion.  The upcoming year will be a very busy and 
blessed year for our families!



4406 W Spencer St, Appleton, WI 54914   I   (800) 280-4102   I   communityblood.org   I   cbc@communityblood.org

It’s so much more than a blood donation. It’s a lifeline. 
Blood donation is a big deal.

ST. MARY PARISH
BLOOD DRIVE

312 S State Street, Appleton, WI  54911

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
7:00 AM - 11:30 AM

To schedule your life-saving donation, please visit  
www.save3lives.org. Use Sponsor Code A364. You may  
also sign up by calling The Community Blood Center at 

 (800)-280-4102. We encourage you to register in advance 
and appreciate your generosity and support. Thank you!
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