
ADVENT 2009 
 

    The Advent Wreath is a long-standing Catholic tradition which dates back to 
the Middle Ages.  Before that people in northern Europe would place candles 
on or around a wreath or wagon wheel.  They would light these candles during 
the dark and cold December days as a sign of hope for the god of light to turn 
“the wheel of the earth” back toward the sun to lengthen the days and return 
toward the warmth of Spring. 
    Christians adapted this tradition as a spiritual preparation for Christmas.  
Christ is “the Light that came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin and to 
radiate the truth and love of God (cf. John 3:19-21). 

    The wreath is made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life.  The circle of the wreath, which 
has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting 
life found in Christ. 

From “The History of the Advent Wreath” by Fr. William Saunders 
 
 
 
 
 

AAddvveenntt  CCaalleennddaarr  aatt  SStt..  MMaarryy  PPaarriisshh  
 
 
 
 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2288//2299  --  FFiirrsstt  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  AAddvveenntt  
 

AAddvveenntt  NNeeeeddss  TTrreeeess  iinn  CChhuurrcchh  
An opportunity for parishioners to fulfill needs of others by way of an anonymous Christmas gift.  

Return gifts no later than December 6th.  Coordinated by St. Mary Human Concerns Committee. 
 

AAddvveenntt  FFaaiirr ‹‹‹‹  Resources are available in the Marian Way for you to celebrate Advent more fully. 
 

After 8AM & 9:30AM Masses – Coffee & Donuts in the Community Room 
During 9:30AM    Babysitting available 

 During 9:30AM    Liturgy of the Word with Children in LL 2 
  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  55//66  --  SSeeccoonndd  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  AAddvveenntt  &&  SStt..  NNiicckk  GGiifftt--GGiivviinngg  WWeeeekkeenndd  

Children offer presents at the weekend Masses which go to children who might otherwise not have a 

happy Christmas.  St. Nick will be present to lead the children to the altar and will distribute candy 

canes at the end of all weekend Masses.  The children’s monetary collection is suspended this 

weekend…they are invited to place any envelopes they bring in the “grown-up” collection. 
 
 

  SStt..  MMaarryy’’ss  LLiivvee  NNaattiivviittyy  
 Visit our live portrayal between 3:45PM and 5:45PM on Saturday, December 5.    

 After 8AM & 9:30AM Masses – Coffee & Donuts in the Community Room 
  During 9:30AM   Babysitting available 
  During 9:30AM   Liturgy of the Word with Children in LL 2 

 
 

 Advent Sacred Concert – December 6, 4:00PM in St. Mary Church 
 The Adult Choir will perform songs from their music collection.  Copies of their recent recording will  
 be available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  88  --  FFeeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  IImmmmaaccuullaattee  CCoonncceeppttiioonn  
 

This is a Holy Day of Obligation for Catholics to attend Mass. 
MMaasssseess:: 
Dec. 7  6:00PM   at St. Mary Church 
Dec. 8  7:00AM   at St. Mary Church 

       8:30AM   at St. Mary Church  
             with our school children 

 

    12:05PM & 6:30PM   at St. Joseph Church 
 
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1122//1133  --  TThhiirrdd  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  AAddvveenntt  
 

RReeccooggnniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  FFeeaasstt  ooff  OOuurr  LLaaddyy  ooff  GGuuaaddaalluuppee,,  ppaattrroonneessss  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass  ––  BBeeffoorree  
eeaacchh  wweeeekkeenndd  MMaassss,,  wwee  iinnvviittee  yyoouu  ttoo  ttaakkee  aa  lliitt  ccoolloorreedd  ccaannddllee,,  oorr  rroossee,,  ((aass  lloonngg  aass  tthheeyy  llaasstt))  ffrroomm  aa  
ttaabbllee  iinn  tthhee  MMaarriiaann  WWaayy..    DDuurriinngg  tthhee  OOppeenniinngg  PPrroocceessssiioonn,,  bbrriinngg  tthheemm  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  ppllaaccee  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  
ttaappeessttrryy  iimmaaggee  ooff  OOuurr  LLaaddyy  ooff  GGuuaaddaalluuppee..  

 
 
 

BBaakkee  &&  CCrraafftt  SSaallee coordinated by the Parish Events 
  CCoommmmiitttteeee  --  after all Masses 
  
  
22nndd  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ffoorr  RReettiirreedd  RReelliiggiioouuss  

 An opportunity to help the religious who have given so much of themselves for us. 
 

  No Coffee & Donuts in the Community Room due to Bake & Craft Sale 
  During 9:30AM   Babysitting available 
  During 9:30AM   Liturgy of the Word with Children in LL 2 

 
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1100  ((TThhuurrssddaayy))  ––  AAddvveenntt  EEvveenniinngg  ooff  RReefflleeccttiioonn  --  6-8 PM   
Fr. Andy Cribben, O.Praem., who currently works at the Norbertine Center for Spirituality in De-Pere, will 
help us reflect on Hope in Our World, at St. Joseph Parish Center Holly Hall.  The evening begins with 
supper: build your own salad, choice of soups, hot ham and turkey sandwiches, homemade desserts.   
Please RSVP so that we can plan for supper (Carol – 739-5119 or cjensen@stmaryparish.org). Fee: $6 per 
person or 2 adults for $10. 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1144  ––  CChhrriissttmmaass  TTrreeeess  aanndd  CCrrèècchhee  ggoo  uupp  iinn  CChhuurrcchh  ––  HHeellpp  NNeeeeddeedd  
 

99::0000AAMM  ––  33::0000PPMM  Trees & Lights go up in Church and the Crèche is assembled.   
Many helpers are always needed.  If you can spare the time, we would enjoy having you 
and would appreciate your help.  Lunch will be served. 

 
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1144  ––  ““TThhrreeee  WWeeee  KKiinnggss””  CCaatthhoolliicc  CCeennttrraall  CCoonncceerrtt  
          66::3300PPMM      GGrraaddeess  44--yyeeaarr  pprreesscchhooooll  tthhrroouugghh  GGrraaddee  55  
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1166  ––  RReellEEdd  AAddvveenntt  FFaammiillyy  NNiigghhtt  ––  ““CChhrriissttmmaass  iinn  SSccrriippttuurree  aanndd  
SSoonngg””  

at St. Joseph Church – 4:30PM & 6:30PM 
 

Children in the Religious Ed program will be recreating the  
First Nativity.  Help support their Advent Outreach effort by bringing 
non-perishable food items appropriate for a Christmas dinner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    



 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1199//2200  --  FFoouurrtthh  SSuunnddaayy  ooff  AAddvveenntt  
 

Advent Wreath Lighting – As the 4th Advent Candle is lit, we have a short, yet special ceremony. 
 

  After 8:00AM & 9:30AM Mass - Coffee & Donuts in the Community Room 
  During 9:30AM   Babysitting available 
  During 9:30AM   Liturgy of the Word with Children in LL 2 

 
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  2200  --  CChhuurrcchh  DDeeccoorraattiinngg  ffoorr  CChhrriissttmmaass – Come to help if you can 
 

 11::0000PPMM  ––  33::0000PPMM    Poinsettias sorted, watered, and arranged. 

             Window & Pew Boughs, Garlands put in place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  2222  --  CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  RReehheeaarrssaallss  iinn  SStt..  MMaarryy  CChhuurrcchh  
            wwiitthh  CChhiillddrreenn//YYoouutthh  
 

Christmas Eve 4:00PM Mass - Rehearsals begin at 4:45PM  
Christmas Eve 6:30PM Mass - Rehearsals begin at 6:30PM  

 
 
 

 

 Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Private Confessions: 
Saturdays, November 28        11:00 A.M.  – Noon 
     December 5         11:00 A.M.  – Noon 
   December 12, 19        11:00 A.M.  – Noon 
              5:30 P.M. – 6:30 P.M. 

 

     Friday,  December 11           Noon – 1:00 P.M. 
     Tuesday,  December 15           5:30 P.M. – 6:30 P.M. 
     Friday,   December 18           Noon – 1:00 P.M. 
 

      Other times by appointment.  Privacy assured. 
 
 
 

Interparish Reconciliation Service 
   at St. Mary Church       at St. Joseph Church  
  Saturday, December 19     Monday, December 21 
  11:00 A.M. -Noon      6:30 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
 
 
 
 

SStt..  MMaarryy  PPaarriisshh  iiss  bblleesssseedd  wwiitthh  aa  vviibbrraanntt  aanndd  mmuullttii--ffaacceetteedd  
MMuussiicc  MMiinniissttrryy..    NNeeww  cchhooiirr  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  ssoonngglleeaaddeerrss,,  aanndd  
iinnssttrruummeennttaalliissttss  aarree  aallwwaayyss  wweellccoommee..    TThhoossee  wwiitthh  mmuussiiccaall  ttaalleenntt  
aanndd  aavvaaiillaabbiilliittyy  ttoo  aatttteenndd  rreehheeaarrssaallss  aarree  eennccoouurraaggeedd  ttoo  ccoonnttaacctt  
NNaannccyy  WWooooddss  aatt  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  OOffffiiccee..  

 
 

 

 



 

 

CChhrriissttmmaass  MMaasssseess  aatt  SStt..  MMaarryy  CChhuurrcchh  
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2244  CChhrriissttmmaass  EEvvee  
 
 
 

  ���� 44::0000PPMM  MMaassss  ((iinn  CChhuurrcchh))……Children of the parish will be participating in this Mass.   

  Additional seating provided in the Chapel and Community Room. 
 
 

  ���� 66::3300PPMM  MMaassss  ((iinn  CChhuurrcchh))  pprreecceeddeedd  bbyy  66::1100PPMM  SSaaccrreedd  MMuussiicc  CCoonncceerrtt 
  Music provided by the Emmanuel Choir.  Youth of the parish will be participating in this Mass. 
 
 

  ���� 1100::0000PPMM  MMaassss  ((iinn  CChhuurrcchh))  pprreecceeddeedd  bbyy  99::0000PPMM  SSaaccrreedd  MMuussiicc  CCoonncceerrtt 
  Music provided by the Adult Choir and The Bells of St. Mary Handbell Choir 
 
 

FFrriiddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  2255  ––  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDaayy  
    

  ��������  88::3300AAMM  &&  ��������  1100::0000AAMM  MMaasssseess..  
 
 

  
  
  
DDeecceemmbbeerr  3311//JJaannuuaarryy  11  --  NNeeww  YYeeaarr’’ss  MMaasssseess  cceelleebbrraattiinngg  MMaarryy,,  MMootthheerr  ooff  
GGoodd    

  

MMaasssseess::     This is a Holy Day of Obligation for Catholics to attend Mass 
 Thurs., December 31  4:30PM at St. Mary Church 
 Fri., January 1   9:00AM at St. Mary Church 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Mary Parish New Year’s Eve Casino Night 
December 31, 2009 – 6:30PM-12:30AM 
Join us at the Grand Meridian Banquet Hall on Oneida Street 
across from St. Joseph Middle School for a night of live 
entertainment, fun at the gaming tables, and the chance to meet 
and mingle with great people. 
 

Tickets are needed to attend.  Included in the cost of the ticket 
($25 if purchased before December 10, $35 after that) are 

$5,000 in gaming money, live entertainment, and hors d’oeuvres buffet. This may be 
the biggest bargain available for New Year’s Eve.  OPEN FOR AGES 21-121! 
 

Who will be the one to WIN A CAR? A ticket for $25 entitles you to a chance at 
winning a 2010 Toyota Camry or $15,000. 
 

There are many more opportunities to win valuable prizes. 
 

 

 


